michigan
Poem

Inspired by, written for and performed live at
WKKF’s first convening of its Michigan grantees.
August 23, 2011 - Grand Traverse Resort
Kirk Latimer and Gabriel Giron -Kinetic Affect

We all know what a cliché is…
It is something that at one time used to
be novel but has been so overused that
it’s lost its original meaning.
Like when life hands you lemons,
make lemonade.
And right now there are people in our
own country
trying to make

to a place where teachers are more
valued for the gift they provide to our
children.
Because we don’t just produce
amazing automobiles and fill your
bowls with cereal in the morning,
we produce children with pistonpowered minds and give them Red
Wings

my state

so that one day they can teach their
own children how to fly

your state

across sleeping bear dunes

our state

and under Detroit overpasses

into a cliché;

We believe in a Michigan that can hold
us up

and I’m beginning to think we’ve
forgotten our original meaning
forgotten who we are,
what we are made of,
and what we, believe in.
We are a state that doesn’t need to wait
for life to throw us lemons

with the strength of a hundred
pictured rocks
even while the Dow Jones crumbles
around us, we have been weathered by
the worst storms and been carved out
by glaciers over millennia.

a survivor of natural and human
disaster
that has pushed us forward even when
we have wanted so badly to hold back.
It is not a warm and fuzzy mitten,
it is an open hand slap to the face
a reminder that even though we are
surrounded by water, we are not an
island,
we were never alone,
we are more than a state song or
boundary lines,
and we are definitely more than a
cliche.
Because I have not forgotten our
original meaning,
and our state has a warrior’s name
worth remembering,
it comes from the Ojibwa,
meichigama!

I believe in a Michigan that is green,

Meaning great water,

because we’ve got enough local farmers
to grow our own,

and blue

and we believe that our ancestors
knew something we’ve forgotten…

and we don’t need any sweetener,

where over 150 lighthouses will make
sure no one is ever left in the dark.

A belief

A Michigan where no matter how far
out you go, you will always be guided
back to shore

that family comes first,

because we are the brightest star on
the flag,

we believe

wrapped up in the blue waters of our
beliefs.

we believe

We are the cradle of life,

And we believe in a Michigan that has,
five seasons,

we believe

neatly perched somewhere on this
mitten we call HOME.

autumn, winter, spring, summer

we believe

and roadwork,

we believe

But don’t worry,

that we will never forget what we’re
made of.

see here in Michigan,
we know how to bite down on bitter
times.
I believe in a Pure Michigan
surrounded by one of the largest fresh
water sources in the world
but filled with the salt water sweat of
those who keep it flourishing,

And right now we’re about…here,
Here!
But when we sing the national anthem
we are the ones closest to everyone’s
heart,

and bright

if you don’t like the weather,
Just wait ten minutes,
It’ll change.

that you never give up on an underdog,
and that home, IS where the heart is.
we believe
that we will never forget who we are.

And most importantly
we believe
we believe

I believe in a Michigan

And that’s the beauty of being here

where the people know how to use this

in a state where we are too alive to
stay still, too proud to stand still

we believe that we will never forget
that Michigan deserves to be
believed in.

while everyone gives up around us.
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as well as this
and where every child has more than
just a right to an education,
but a reason to wake up and go

We are Michigan
Michiganders
A state that is stunningly beautiful,
born from fire and ice

