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Imagine a nation where all children, families and communities have equitable access
to good food and opportunities for physical activity. This is the vision of Food &
Community, a signature program of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation (WKKF).
The Kellogg Foundation works with national, regional and local partners to transform
early food and school food systems, improve community access to good food and
physical activity, and shape the national movement for healthy eating and active living.

EARLY FOOD

Access to good food is especially important for the health of mothers, mothers to be,
infants and children. Food & Community recognizes that early childhood is a critical
stage of child development, when nutritional needs are high and eating behaviors and
attitudes about food are formed. Early child care and education centers and family care
providers therefore play a primary role in influencing the food choices and health and
well-being of vulnerable children. Partners include:

GOOD NATURED FAMILY FARMS works with BistroKids to supply local food to
Head Start and YMCA preschool programs in the Kansas City area.
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FARM TO PRESCHOOL, a program of the National Farm to School Network,
extends the farm-to-school model to children ages one to six in child care
settings, including preschools, nurseries and Head Start facilities.
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Schools are the public tables from which 30 million children eat up to two-thirds of their
meals. Transforming school food systems will directly impact children’s health and wellbeing. Through the Food & Community program, we aim to connect schools with local
farms, and encourage school food directors, food service companies, producers and
distributors to work together to change the way we feed children in schools.

CONNECTING LOCAL FARMS WITH SCHOOLS
WKKF partners with national and local organizations to connect schools with local
farms so children can learn about where their food comes from, and schools can serve
healthier, locally sourced meals. Examples include:
EARLY FOOD

FOOD CORPS places young leaders in limited-resource communities across the
nation to deliver hands-on nutrition education, create school gardens and bring
high-quality local food into school cafeterias.

SCHOOL FOOD

NATIONAL FARM TO SCHOOL NETWORK connects schools and local farms
to ensure healthier school meals and cultivate relationships between children
and good food.

CHANGING SCHOOL FOOD SYSTEMS
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WKKF also invests in groups that are accelerating systems and policy change within
school districts, like:

HEALTHY SCHOOLS CAMPAIGN advocates for policies and practices that
enable students, teachers and staﬀ to learn and work in a healthy school
environment, and partners with parents to advocate for changes in school lunch,
universal breakfast and recess.
SCHOOL FOOD FOCUS is a national collaborative that helps large school
districts leverage their purchasing power to serve more healthful, regionally
sourced food.

COMMUNITY FOOD &
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY

Communities hold the keys to improving access to good food and active living. The
Food & Community program helps build value-based, local food systems; improves
access to good food in low-income communities and encourages the redesign of built
environments to support physical activity.

FOSTERING HOMEGROWN SOLUTIONS
Through six FOOD & FITNESS COLLABORATIVES across the country, WKKF works
alongside communities to address their most pressing food and physical activity
issues. This innovative approach brings together local organizations, community
groups and residents to develop homegrown solutions like starting networks of
farmers markets in neighborhoods and at schools; creating locally owned food
enterprises so jobs and money stay in the community; encouraging aggregation and
distribution facilities to work with locally sourced products; implementing polices
that ensure 20 to 40 percent local scouring by schools and other institutions; and
creating safe places for physical activity by connecting open spaces, parks and trails.
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NOW IS THE TIME TO WORK TOGETHER TO ENSURE
AN EQUITABLE AND HEALTHIER FUTURE FOR ALL
CHILDREN, FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES.

STRENGTHENING COMMUNITY FOOD SYSTEMS
Through place-based eﬀorts, Food & Community links good food grown by local farmers
with consumers to build healthy and economically vital communities where everyone
can thrive. WKKF partners with community groups to strengthen the “value chain” of
local food systems from field to fork. This includes rewarding sustainable production,
supporting farmers markets and cooperatives, improving policies and practices to treat
farmworkers fairly, and investing in local economies. Examples are:

COMMON MARKET IN PHILADELPHIA is a mission-driven distributor of
local foods that connects regional food growers with public and private schools,
hospitals, grocery stores and workplaces.
FARMWORKER ASSOCIATION OF FLORIDA addresses the food needs of
farmworker communities, rebuilds local food systems and supports a community
farm run by and for farmworker families.
DETROIT BLACK COMMUNITY FOOD SECURITY NETWORK promotes
urban agriculture, encourages cooperative buying, influences public policy and
engages young people in agriculture.
FIRST NATIONS DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE works with tribes and
Native communities to increase access to fresh, healthy food and build local
infrastructure for transforming Native food economies.

INCREASING ACCESS TO GOOD FOOD
WKKF works with organizations that are increasing healthy food choices in low-income
communities, which too often are “food deserts” without local markets that sell fresh
fruit and vegetables. Regional and local government, business and nonprofit groups
collaborate to spur the development of mobile groceries, green carts or farmers
markets. Incentive programs also improve the availability and aﬀordability of fresh,
healthy food in low-income neighborhoods. Partners include:

FAIR FOOD NETWORK’S DOUBLE UP FOOD BUCKS improves access to
healthy, aﬀordable foods for low-income families and individuals and creates
new sales opportunities for Michigan farmers through a matching program that
extends the value of SNAP or food stamp benefits.
JOHNS HOPKINS CENTER FOR AMERICAN INDIAN HEALTH partners
with Native communities to achieve renewed health and well-being through
community and school gardens, nutrition education and mobile groceries that
bring fresh food to remote areas.

A NATIONAL
MOVEMENT

Connections between local and national eﬀorts will drive sustainable change to
improve food systems and physical activity environments so that all children thrive.
WKKF helps foster collaboration among diverse partners, strengthen the capacity of
national advocacy groups and amplify the issues.

FOSTERING COLLABORATION
WKKF facilitates connections among funders, the public sector, businesses and
other partners to break down traditional silos and promote collaboration across
issue areas to create solutions. Partnerships include:

THE CONVERGENCE PARTNERSHIP engages foundations, advocacy
organizations, practitioners and community leaders to advance equityfocused, multi-field eﬀorts for policy changes that lead to increased access to
healthy food and the development of healthy places.
FOUNDATION WORKING GROUP ON FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
POLICY, a collaborative of nine foundations, seeks to engage a variety of
stakeholders in a dialogue about agriculture, food and rural policy issues
that leads to positive U.S. policy changes.

NATIONAL SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE COALITION brings together
diverse partners and advocates for policies that support sustainable
agriculture, food systems, natural resources and rural communities.
PARTNERSHIP FOR A HEALTHIER AMERICA brings together public,
private and nonprofit leaders to broker meaningful commitments and develop
strategies to end childhood obesity, in conjunction with – but independent
from – Let’s Move!
SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE & FOOD SYSTEM FUNDERS aims to
diversify, strengthen and expand the community of grantmakers focused
on sustainable agriculture and food systems by providing opportunities for
shared learning, collaboration and networking.

RURAL COALITION is an alliance of diverse farmers – including Latino,
Black, and Native American farmers – working to bring justice and equity to
food and farm policy for rural people and communities.

STRENGTHENING ADVOCACY EFFORTS
WKKF supports a number of coalitions and organizations that are helping raise
awareness, shape the public dialogue and increase networking among groups.
Examples are:

CENTER FOR SOCIAL INCLUSION brings together community leaders and
grassroots groups to generate policy strategies and solutions that will create a
more equitable food system, from seed to community.
UNION OF CONCERNED SCIENTISTS works through its Food and Environment
Program to develop and advocate for science-based food and farm policies that
improve the environment and ensure access to healthy food for all.
F.E.E.S.T. (FOOD EDUCATION EMPOWERMENT SUSTAINABILITY TEAM)
is a local program being replicated nationally that engages young people in
community meals at which they cook and eat local, fresh food; learn about food
issues and develop leadership skills to engage in their communities social
change eﬀorts.

ASSOCIATION OF FARMWORKER OPPORTUNITY PROGRAMS works to
improve the quality of life for migrant and seasonal farmworkers and their families
through training, education and advocacy.
COALITION OF IMMOKALEE WORKERS seeks to improve wages and working
conditions for Latino, Mayan Indian and Haitian immigrants in Florida, calling
attention to issues of fairness and promoting solutions.

AMPLIFYING THE ISSUES
As part of seeding the movement, WKKF invests in developing leaders and
strengthening our knowledge of the issues through programs, like:

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY CENTER FOR REGIONAL
FOOD SYSTEMS brings together the applied research, education, and
outreach expertise of faculty and staﬀ to advance understanding of and engage
key partners in cultivating good food systems in Michigan and throughout the
United States.

W.K. KELLOGG FOUNDATION SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE ENDOWED
CHAIRS at top universities and colleges strengthen our knowledge-base through
research, explore and test new ideas and practices, and foster shared learning
through a national collaborative of leaders in the field of sustainable agriculture.
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