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W.K. Kellogg Foundation’s Woodrow Wilson Michigan Teaching Fellowship

Frequently Asked Questions
Q: 
What is being announced today?

A: 
Today, we are announcing that we have chosen the six Michigan universities and five school districts that will participate in the W.K. Kellogg Foundation’s Woodrow Wilson Michigan Teaching Fellowship. 

The universities are the University of Michigan, Michigan State University, Eastern Michigan University, Western Michigan University, Grand Valley State University, and Wayne State University. 

The school districts are Detroit Public Schools, Battle Creek Public Schools, Kalamazoo Public Schools, Benton Harbor Public Schools and Grand Rapids Public Schools. 

This follows the announcement in November that the W.K. Kellogg Foundation awarded a four-year, $16.7 million grant to the Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation to establish the new statewide teaching fellowship program.

Q:
What is the W.K. Kellogg Foundation’s Woodrow Wilson Michigan Teaching Fellowship?

A: 
The WKKF-WW Michigan Teaching Fellowship is a program that will provide 240 future teachers with an exemplary, intensive master’s program in education and place those Fellows in hard-to-staff middle and high schools. Over the five-year timeline, approximately 90,000 public school students in Michigan will receive high quality instruction in the critical subject areas of science, technology, engineering and math (known as STEM).

Q:
How does the program work?

A: 
The universities must match a $500,000 enrichment grant from the Kellogg Foundation and redesign their teacher education programs in science and math within a 21-month time frame by creating a collaborative relationship between the schools of arts and sciences and education. Instead of simply adding a pilot project, these model math and science teacher education programs completely replace the existing programs and are sustained for years to come.

Q: 
Will this program be able to employ many of the Michigan residents who have lost their jobs and will this help Michigan’s economy?

A: 
We fully expect talented engineers and scientists who have been downsized by the slow economy to be among our candidates, along with qualified applicants who are looking to make a career change and share their background and expertise with the students of Michigan.  A commitment from Governor Granholm, the W.K. Kellogg Foundation and leading universities to improve our schools is a strong signal to the business community that Michigan is serious about producing the future employees the marketplace demands.
Q: 
Has this kind of program been done before? What are the results? 

A: 
The first statewide Woodrow Wilson Teaching Fellowship -- inspired by the work of Dr. Arthur Levine, former president of Teachers College and now president of the Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation -- is already underway in Indiana. The four participating universities are Ball State University, Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis, Purdue University and the University of Indianapolis. The first group of Fellows began their studies this past summer, and the project is being independently evaluated by the Urban Institute. Like Indiana’s Fellowship, the W.K. Kellogg Foundation’s Woodrow Wilson Michigan Teaching Fellowship will serve as a model for improving teacher education across the country.

Q: 
How were the universities selected?

A: 
Several factors were considered as part of the process of selecting the universities, including the institution’s commitment to the goals of the Fellowship, its capacity to build a world-class math and science teacher preparation program that meets the standards of excellence set by the Woodrow Wilson Foundation, and existing relationships between the university and urban or rural school districts.

Q:
Which universities will be working with each of the five school districts?

A:
The details of the university-school district collaboration are still being finalized and will be made public by spring 2010.

Q: 
How many Fellows will be chosen?

A: 
There will be 240 Fellows chosen – 120 per year.

Q: 
How many Fellows will be allocated to each school district? So for instance, can Battle Creek Public Schools expect a total of 48 Fellows to teach in the district, or 1/5 of the total number of Fellows?

A: 
Specific numbers are yet to be determined. There will be 120 Fellows each year and five school districts, and specific numbers for each district will be based on their anticipated STEM vacancies for the 2012 school year.
Q:
How much will the Fellows be paid?

A: 
The Fellows receive a stipend of $30,000 during the first year of the program.  Once Fellows become full-time educators at the beginning of their second year in the program, they will be paid the starting salary of the employing school district.
Q: 
How do you guarantee that Fellows are assigned to the schools that need them most?

A: 
Fellows commit to working in high-need urban or rural middle schools. The 3-year teaching commitment is a condition of the award.

Q: 
Why is the Kellogg Foundation funding this program?

A: 
The Kellogg Foundation aims to ensure that all children get the development and education they need as a foundation for independence and success.  The Foundation seeks opportunities to support innovative partnerships that will help create the kind of education in schools that all of our children deserve. 
Q: 
Where does the Kellogg Foundation fund grants? 

A: 
The Kellogg Foundation funds programs in the United States, Latin America, the Caribbean, and southern Africa. In the U.S., priority places include Mississippi and New Mexico and our home state of Michigan gets particular emphasis.

For more information about the W.K. Kellogg Foundation’s Woodrow Wilson Michigan Teaching Fellowship, visit www.woodrow.org/michigan and www.wkkf.org.  
